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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to the request for continued examination filed on August 9, 
2005. Claims 1-33 are pending. Claims 1, 30 and 33, all independent claims, are amended to 
include new Umitations. Claims 1-33 represent a method of configuring a personal computer for 
broadband communications. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-33 rejected under 35 U.S. C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

As per claims 1, 11, 21, 30 and 33, the term "an asset of broadband communication 
network" is broad and does not specify what is being configured. An asset of a network can 
include any device on the client side, such as a modem, or on the network. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an intemational application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 
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The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre- AIPA 
35 U.S.C 102(e)). 

Claims 1-3, 7, 9, 9-13, 17-24 and 28-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Wang et al. US Patent No. 6,636,505. Wang teaches the invention substantially as 
claimed including a method for automatically provisioning a broadband communication service 
(see abstract). 

As per claims 1,11, and 21 Wang teaches the method, system and control software of 
converting a personal computer for 

communicating information on a broadband communication network, said personal 
computer having a user and a physical location, comprising: 

determining whether said physical location falls within a set of service boundaries for 
said broadband communication network (checking location of cUent and if service is available at 
that location; column 4, lines 53-60; column 5, Unes 20-30; column 10, lines 63-67; column 11, 
lines 1-7); 

if said physical location falls within said service boundaries, electronically offering said 
user access to said broadband communication network (sending client offer of broadband 
service; column 5, lines 20-30; column 1 1, lines 7-35); 
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receiving from said user an electronic order accepting said offer (user responds with an 
OK; column 5, lines 20-30; column 6, lines 25-32); 

remotely qualifying said personal computer for said broadband communication network 
by determining whether said personal computer meets predetermined acceptance criteria for use 
of said broadband communication network (checking client system for compatibility with 
broadband network; column 6, lines 66-67; column 7, lines 1-15, Unes 33-67; column 8, lines 1- 
41, lines 64-67; column 9, lines 1-11); and 

fulfilling said order by initiating an automation agent on said personal computer to 
interact with a user and thereby configure said personal computer for access to said broadband- 
communication network (configuring cUent to use the broadband network/ column 5, lines 20- 
67; column 6, lines 1-65); and 

automatically configuring an asses of said broadband communication network to 
communicate with said personal computer (updating the Management Information Database of 
the ATM when a configuration is selected by the user; column 9, lines 23-32; column 10, lines 
63-67 and column 1 1, lines 1-34), wherein 

said automatically configuring said asset is performed by an automation server of said 
broadband communication network (column 6, lines 46-49). 

As per claims 2, 12, and 23 Wang teaches the conversion method, system and control 
software of claims 1,11, and 21 wherein said broadband communication network is a DSL 
network (column 6, lines 4-12). 
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As per claims 3, 13, and 24 Wang teaches the conversion method, system and control 
software of claims 2, 12, and 23 wherein said quaUfying step further comprises using a 
narrowband modem to contact a DSL line qualification server to test a physical line outside of 
said broadband communication network (column 5, lines 49-65). 

As per claims 7 and 17, Wang teaches the conversion method and system of claims 1 and 
1 1 wherein said user is selected for said offer based on preestabUshed criteria (column 5, lines 
54-65). 

As per claim 8, Wang teaches the conversion method of claim 6, wherein at least some of 
said criteria are stored in a subscriber profile database (column 9, lines 36-55). 

As per claims 9, 19, and 28 Wang teaches the conversion method, system and control 
software of claims 1,11, and 22 wherein said broadband communication network is an ISDN 
network (the network includes a fiber optic network; column 6, lines 4-12) 

As per claims 10, 20, and 29, Wang teaches conversion method, system and control 
software of claim 1,11, and 22 wherein said broadband communication network is a wireless 
network (column 6, lines 4-12) 

As per claim 18, Wang teaches conversion method of claim 17, wherein at least some of 
said criteria are stored in a subscriber profile database (column 9, lines 36-55). 
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As per claim 30, Wang teaches a method comprising: 

remotely determining whether a an asset needed to communicate via a broadband 
communication network(checking client system for compatibility with broadband network can 
be configured to communicate wit ha personal computer and automatically configuring an assest 
of said broadband communication network to communicate with said personal computer and 
updating the Management Information Database of the ATM when a configuration is selected by 
the user; column 6, lines 66-67; column 7, lines 1-15, lines 33-67; column 8, lines 1-41, lines 64- 
67; column 9, lines 1-11; ; column 9, lines 23-32; column 10, lines 63-37 and column 1 1, lines^l- 
34); and 

in response to determining that said asset can be configured, configuring said asset of 
said broadband communication network to communicate with said personal computer, wherein 
said configuring said asset is performed by an automation server of said broadband 
communication network (column 6, lines 46-49), and 

initiating an automation agent on said personal computer to configure said personal 
computer to communicate via said broadband communication network (configuring client to use 
the broadband network/ column 5, lines 20-67; column 6, lines 1-65). 

As per claim 31, Wang teaches the method of claim 30 wherein 

the remotely determining is performed in response to all electronic order for a service 

provided via the broadband communication network (sending cUent offer of broadband service; 

column 5, lines 20-42; column 1 1, lines 7-35). 
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As per claim 32, Wang teaches the method of claim 30 wherein the remotely determining 
is performed in response to a narrowband connection between said personal computer and an 
automation server (column 5, lines 49-65). 

As per claim 33, Wang teaches Control software for configuring a personal computer for 
communicating over a broadband network, said control software comprising: 

a first module to determine whether an asset of said broadband communication network 
needed to communicate via said broadband communication network(checking client system for 
compatibility with broadband network and updating the Management Information Database of 
the ATM when a configuration is selected by the user; column 6, lines 66-67; column 7, lines 1- 
15, lines 33-67; column 8, lines 1-41, lines 64-67; column 9, lines 1-11; ; column 9, Hnes 23-32; 
column 10, lines 63-37 and column 1 1, lines 1-34); and 

a second module to configure said personal computer to communicate via said broadband 
communication network can be configured to interact with said personal computer(configuring 
cUent to use the broadband network; column 5, lines 20-67; column 6, lines 1-65); 

and a third module to configure said assest of said broadband communication network, 
wherein said third module executes on an automation server of said broadband communication 
network (column 6, lines 46-49). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4-6, 8, 14-16 and 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Wang et al. US Patent No. 6,636,505 in view of Bahlman US Patent No. 6,684,242. 
Bahlmann teaches the invention substantially as claimed including a method for preparing a 
computer for service activation with a network service provider (see abstract). 

As per claims 4, 14, and 25 Wang teaches the conversion method, system and control 
software of claims 1, 1 1, and 22. Wang does not explicitly disclose wherein said broadband 
communication network is a cable network. Bahlmann teaches a cable network. See column 3, 
lines 37-48. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the cable network of Bahlmann with the broadband network of Wang. A 
person of ordinary^skill in the art would have been motivated to do this so that the network can 
be used with user premise equipment. 

As per claims 5, 15, and 26 Wang and Bahlmann teach the conversion method, system 
and control software of claims 4, 14, and 25 wherein qualifying step further comprises detecting 
a carrier signal from said broadband communication network (Wang; column 6, lines 13-33). 
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As per claims 6, 16, and 27, Wang and Bahlmann teach the conversion method, system 
and control software of claims 5, 15, and 26 wherein said carrier signal has a signal strength and 
a set of error codes, and wherein said qualifying step is based at least part upon said signal 
strength and said error codes (Wang column 9, lines 1-11). 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed September 24, 2004 have been fixlly considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

As per appUcant's arguments that the reference Wang does not teach automatically 
configuring an asset of the broadband network. Applicant is directed to column 6, Unes 45-67, 
specifically lines 46-49 of the reference. In this passage, the reference clearly states that service 
provisioning is automated. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Uzma Alam whose telephone number is (571) 272-3995. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Tuesday 9 AM - 5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed apphcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Uzma Alam 
Ua 

September 20, 2005 




